
After following the Grammar Routine 
for each transparency lesson, assign the 
two corresponding Practice Book 
pages for independent practice.

Practice Book

Student Book: Reading and Language

Student Book: Reading and Language
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Write It

C.	 Answer	the	questions	about	a	time	you	wanted	to	please	someone	or	a	
group	of	people.	Use	verbs	with	-ed.

8. Whom did you want to please? I  to 

.

9. What did you plan to do? I  to 
.

10. How did the person or group respond to your actions?  

 

D.	 (11–12)	Write	two	sentences	that	tell	more	about	what	happened.	Use	verbs	with	-ed.

 

 

Edit It

E.	 (13–15)	Edit	the	journal	entry.	It	should	be	in	the	past	tense.	Fix	the			
three	mistakes.	

November 30
Last spring, lots of kids in my neighborhood 
started to play basketball together. We play 
every Saturday morning for months. Then we 
try to find other teams to play against. The 
Rovers portray themselves as unbeatable. They 
were not! 

Proofreader’s Marks

Change text:

We study the teams.

See all Proofreader’s Marks  
on page xi.

studied

tried

portrayed

played

Name _________________________________________________
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Can You Just Add -ed to Form a Verb in the Past?
Not Always

Most verbs end with -ed to show the past tense. Follow these rules for 
adding -ed to words that end with y. 

1. If a verb ends in a vowel and y, just add -ed.  
stray + -ed  = strayed      Bob strayed from the group.

2. If a verb ends in a consonant and y, change the y to i  
before you add -ed.

hurry + -ed  = hurried      Then Bob hurried to catch up.
deny + -ed  = denied       He denied the whole thing.

Try It

A.	 Complete	each	sentence	in	the	past	tense.	Use	the	verb	in	parentheses.	

1. Bob  his father’s elephant models in the auditorium. (display)

2. The models  the whole stage. (occupy)

3. Bob  about people’s reactions. (worry)

4. He  his friends would not laugh at the exhibit. (pray)

B.	 Complete	the	sentences.	Choose	verbs	from	the	box	and	write	them	in	the	
past	tense.	

stay reply vary

5. The reactions .

6. Bob  calm. 

7. He  to everyone with a smile.

4747

i

i

displayed

occupied

worried

varied

stayed

replied

prayed
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Write It

C.	 Answer	the	questions	about	a	parade	you	were	in	or	saw,	either	live	or	on	
TV.	Use	verbs	with	-ed.

9. What did you like most about the parade? Why? I  because 
.

10. What did you notice about the people in the parade? I 
.

11. How did other people react to the parade? Why? People  

 

. 

D.	 (12–15)	Write	four	sentences	that	tell	more	about	what	happened.	Use	verbs	with	-ed.

 

 

 

Edit It

E.	 (16–20)	Edit	the	journal	entry.	It	should	be	in	the	past	tense.	Fix	the	five	mistakes.

September 10
Last year, a new boy moved into my 
neighborhood. He introduce himself as a great 
piano player. One morning, I skip my drum 
lesson to listen to him. I love his sound! He 
drum on the piano! From then on, we talked 
a lot about pianos, drums, and music. Last 
summer, we decide to invent a drum-piano or 
a piano-drum!

Proofreader’s Marks

Change text:

He smile at me.

See all Proofreader’s Marks  
on page xi.

smiled

loved

decided

drummed

skipped

introduced

Name _________________________________________________
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Can You Just Add -ed to Form a Verb in the Past?
Not Always

Most verbs end with -ed to show the past tense. Sometimes you have  
to change the spelling of the verb before you add -ed. Follow these rules:

1. If a verb ends in silent e, drop the e. Then add -ed. 
Brianna liked her new drum. (like)
She hoped people would enjoy the sound. (hope)

2. Some one-syllable verbs end in one vowel and one consonant.  
Double the consonant before you add -ed.

Brianna patted her drum gently. (pat)
Then she slipped on her jacket. (slip)

Try It

A.	 Complete	each	sentence	in	the	past	tense.	Use	the	verb	in	parentheses.

1. Brianna  on time for the parade. (arrive)

2. She  some band members up front. (notice)

3. Mrs. Doyle  a flag on Brianna’s collar. (pin)

4. They both . Brianna was ready. (nod)

B.	 Complete	the	sentences.	Choose	verbs	from	the	box	and	write	them	in	the	
past	tense.

beg dance like stop

5. Brianna  the parade route.

6. The band  several times to play. 

7. Children  in the street.

8. People  for more.

4646

arrived

noticed

pinned

nodded

liked

stopped

danced

begged
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Write It

C.	 Answer	the	questions	about	someone	you	know	who	changed	his	or	her	
appearance.	Use	verbs	that	end	in	-ed.

8. How did the person change his or her appearance?  

9. Did you like the change? Explain.  

10. Did this change affect your relationship with this person?  

D.	 (11–12)	Now	write	two	sentences	about	when	you	wanted	to	change	
something	about	yourself.	Use	verbs	that	end	in	-ed.

 

 

 

Edit It

E.	 (13–15)	Edit	the	journal	entry.	It	should	be	in	the	past	tense.	Fix	the	three	
mistakes.

May 19
The heavy frames of my glasses bothered 
me. So I ask the eye doctor for new glasses. 
She checks my eyes. Then she helped me 
pick out new frames. I walked home quickly. 
Then I look in the mirror a few times. I 
wished my new glasses were here already!

Proofreader’s Marks

Change text:

The glasses change my 
appearance.

See all Proofreader’s Marks  
on page xi.

changed
asked

looked

checked

Name _________________________________________________
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How Do You Show That an Action Already Happened?
Add -ed to the Verb.

The tense of a verb shows when an action happens.

• Action in the present tense happens now or on a regular basis.

• Action in the past tense happened earlier.

Earlier
Past Future

Now Later

Past Tense Present Tense
showed show, shows

Add -ed to most verbs when you talk or write about a past action.

1.  Today, Marina shows me a picture.
She showed me a picture yesterday.

2.  Today, she asks me what is different.
She asked me that yesterday, too.

Try It

A.	 Complete	the	sentence	with	the	past	tense	form	of	the	verb	in	parentheses.

1. Last summer, Marina  a big change. (want)

2. Marina  her friend Kate. (call)

3. They  a new hair style. (pick)

4. Then Marina’s mother  her hair. (curl)

B.	 Complete	the	sentences.	Choose	verbs	from	the	box	and	write	them	in	the	
past	tense.

act explain point

5. Her friends  as if they did not notice her curls.

6. Marina  out the new style.

7. Then they , “You are still the same Marina to us.”

4545

wanted

called

picked

curled

acted

pointed

explained

Grammar Instruction and Practice

The 5-Day Plan
Grammar instruction for Inside Language, Literacy, and Content is carefully sequenced across 
each level and spiraled from level to level to ensure comprehensive instruction in foundational and 
grade-level grammar skills. For each selection in the Reading and Language Book, a series of five 
lessons targets one grammar topic. This focus and repetition helps students integrate correct language 
structures into their oral and written communication. In addition, cumulative review resources are 
provided to help students integrate skills and retain what they have learned. Grammar instruction is 
also reinforced in the Writing Book.

Language and Grammar, continued 1 TRY OUT LANGUAGE

2 LEARN GRAMMAR

3 APPLY ON YOUR OWN

Use Present and Past Tense Verbs
The tense, or time, of a verb shows when an action happens.

 Action Time Line

• Use the  present tense  to tell about an action that happens now or often.
examples Scientists  learn  about the ocean every day. (happens often)

 Today, they  look  for an old ship at the bottom  
of the ocean. (happens now)

 Use - s at the end of a verb that tells what one other person or thing does.
example My friend  learns  about the ship, too.

• Use the  past tense  to tell about an action that has already happened.
examples Yesterday, we  looked  at a video about the ship.

 Last week, we  learned  about the divers on the team. 

 Add - ed to most verbs when you talk about a past action.

learn + - ed = learned look + - ed = looked

Practice Together
Change the verb in the box to the past tense. Say it. Then say  
the sentence and add the past tense verb.

1. call One diver  out, “Let’s go!”

2. jump Then all the divers  into the water.

3. start They  their search for the old ship.

4. stay They  together for safety.

Try It!
Change the verb in the box to the past tense. Write the past tense  
verb on a card. Then say the sentence and add the past tense verb. 

5. discover The divers  the ship near the shore.

6. hunt They  for a way in.

7. open One diver  an old, rusted window.

8. reach She  inside the window.

In the Future

past Tense 
learned

earlier

present Tense 
learn, learns

Now

  Divers discover an old ship. 

276 Unit 5 The Drive to Discover
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Can You Just Add -ed to 
Form a Verb in the Past?
Not Always

Most verbs end with -ed to show the past tense. Follow these rules 
for adding -ed to words that end with y.

1. If a verb ends in a vowel and y, just add -ed.

stay + -ed = stayed        Titanic stayed hidden for years.

2. If a verb ends in a consonant and y, change the y to i 
before you add -ed.

try + -ed = tried Ballard tried to fi nd Titanic.

carry + -ed = carried  He carried an underwater machine on 
his boat. Its name was Argo. 

A. Let’s say each sentence. We will use the past tense of the verb 
in parentheses and then spell the past tense verb.

1. My class  the story of Argo. (enjoy)

2. That machine  the ocean fl oor. (study)

3. It  information to the scientists. (relay)

4. Finally, Argo  the great ship. (spy)

5. It  Ballard with pictures of many objects. 
(supply)

B. Let’s imagine that we were part of Ballard’s team. Let’s write three 
sentences about the experience. Good verbs to use are cry, stay, 
and hurry. Use -ed to make the verbs tell about the past. 

Practice TogetherPractice Together

GRAMMAR REGULAR 
PAST TENSE VERBS 47

i
i

enjoyed

studied

relayed

spied

supplied

Sentences will vary.
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Can You Just Add -ed to 
Form a Verb in the Past?
Not Always

Most verbs end with -ed to show the past tense. Sometimes 
you have to change the spelling of the verb before you add -ed. 
Follow these rules:

1. If a verb ends in silent e, drop the e. Then add -ed. 

Everyone admired the huge ship. (admire)

People danced in the fancy halls. (dance)

2. Some one-syllable verbs end in one vowel and one consonant. 
Double the consonant before you add -ed.

The fl ags fl apped in the icy winds. (fl ap)

No one planned for disaster. (plan)

A. Let’s say each sentence. We will use the past tense of the verb in 
parentheses and then spell the past tense verb.

1. A sailor  an iceberg. (spot)

2. Titanic  the ice. (scrape)

3. The iceberg  the side of the ship. (rip)

4. The great ship  into the sea. (drop)

5. Only some of the people . (escape)

B. What else do we know about the event? Let’s write two 
sentences. Some good verbs to use are stop and care. 
Use -ed to make the verbs tell about the past.

Practice TogetherPractice Together

GRAMMAR REGULAR PAST 
TENSE VERBS: SPELLING RULES 46

spotted

scraped

ripped

dropped

escaped

Sentences will vary.
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000How Do You Show That 
an Action Already Happened?
Add -ed to the Verb.

The tense of a verb shows when an action happens.

• Action in the present tense happens now or on a regular basis.

• Action in the past tense happened earlier.

Earlier
Past Future

Now Later

Past Tense Present Tense
talked talk, talks

Add -ed to most verbs when you talk about a past action.

1.  Today, we talk about Titanic. 
Yesterday, we talked about 
other ships.

2.  Today, we add pictures. 
Yesterday, we added facts.

A. Let’s say each sentence about Titanic. We will use the past 
tense of the verb in parentheses.

1. Many people  the dock. (pack)

2. They  to see the great ship. (want)

3. The passengers  the docks. (fi ll)

4. Titanic  off on its fi rst trip. (sail)

5. They  it the “wonder ship.” (call)

B. What else do we know about the ship? Let’s write two 
sentences. Some good verbs to use are watch, start, and turn. 
Use -ed to make the verbs tell about the past.

Practice TogetherPractice Together

GRAMMAR PRESENT 
AND PAST TENSE 45

packed

fi lled

called

sailed

wanted

Sentences will vary.
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   Grammar Transparencies

Day 1

Introduce the grammar 
topic in the Reading and 
Language Book.

Day 5

Students apply the 
grammar in oral and 
written activities in the 
Reading and Language 
Student Book. 
Assess oral grammar 
and language with the 
Language Acquisition 
Rubrics available in the 
Teacher’s Edition and 
in the Assessment 
Handbook.

Language and Grammar

Ask for and Give Information
Role-Play With a group, act out a news  
conference with explorers of Titanic. Some  
of you ask questions as news reporters. The  
explorers answer. Use past tense verbs. Trade roles.

Writing and Grammar

Write About the Past
Study the Models When you write about an event that already happened, 
you use verbs in the  past tense . Once you choose a verb tense for your 
writing, stick with it.

  NOT OK

I  walk  through the door of the museum and  looked  at a 
boat that was 1000 years old! I  wanted  to know if it was real. So I 
 tap  on the side of the boat and  touched  the surface.

  OK

I  walked  through the door of the museum and  looked  at a 
boat that was 1000 years old! I  wanted  to know if it was real. So I  
 tapped  on the side of the boat and  touched  the surface.

   Write about something 
you discovered when you were younger. Pay attention to 
the tense of your verbs. Check your verbs for correct 
spelling, too. 

Spelling Rules
1. Often, you just have to add - ed. 

look + - ed = looked The guard looked right at me.

2. If a verb ends in silent e, drop the e before you add - ed. 
like + - ed = liked He liked his job.

3. If the verb has one syllable and ends in one vowel and one consonant, 
double the consonant.

plan + n + - ed = planned He planned to walk to the museum.

4. If the verb ends in a consonant + y, change the y to i. Then add - ed. 
study  + - ed = studied He studied ways to protect old ships.

          WRITE ON YOUR OWN

i

We searched  
the part of the 

Atlantic Ocean near 
New York.

Where did 
you search?

REMEMBER

• Use the past tense to tell 
about something that 
already happened.

• Many past tense verbs 
end in -ed.

learned walked

This writer 
sticks to the 
 past tense .

This writer 
confuses 
the reader 
by switching 
between  
 past tense  
and  present  
 tense .
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Days 2, 3, 4

Build on the grammar topic 
through three Grammar 
Transparencies. All 
transparancies are available 
online at myNGconnect. Use 
the Grammar Instruction 
Routine to conduct the 
instruction with the 
Transparencies.

Language Transfer notes  
and Language 
Transparencies can help 
you address errors students 
may make.

The chart shows the 
Transparencies and  
Practice Book pages  
you can use to conduct  
daily lessons. 
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Grammar Instruction Routine
On Days 2–4, use transparencies to carry out direct instruction in which you teach and model 
the skill and then use the items in Practice Together to provide structured practice. In the 
Practice Book, use the items in Try It to provide guided practice. Then assign from the rest of 
the Practice Book for independent practice.

Sample Lesson
Begin each lesson by connecting to what students already know. For example, you might hold a 
brief discussion about what the class did yesterday and write down a few of the regular verbs. 
Then you can point out that these verbs tell about the past.

000How Do You Show That  
an Action Already Happened?
Add -ed to the Verb.

The tense of a verb shows when an action happens.

• Action in the present tense happens now or on a regular basis.

• Action in the past tense happened earlier.

Earlier
Past Future

Now Later

Past Tense Present Tense
talked talk, talks

Add -ed to most verbs when you talk about a past action.

1.  Today, we talk about Titanic. 
Yesterday, we talked about 
other ships.

2.  Today, we add pictures. 
Yesterday, we added facts.

A. Let’s say each sentence about Titanic. We will use the past 
tense of the verb in parentheses.

1. Many people  the dock. (pack)

2. They  to see the great ship. (want)

3. The passengers  the docks. (fill)

4. Titanic  off on its first trip. (sail)

5. They  it the “wonder ship.” (call)

B. What else do we know about the ship? Let’s write two 
sentences. Some good verbs to use are watch, start, and turn. 
Use -ed to make the verbs tell about the past.

Practice Together

Grammar PRESENT  
AND PAST TENSE 48

packed

filled

called

sailed

wanted

Sentences will vary.

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

1   Teach / Model

Read aloud or choral read the information in the box at the top of each transparency.  Use 
the rules and examples to explain the grammar concept. Use the visuals, charts, lists, etc., to 
support your explanation. 

For example, for Transparency 45, read aloud the first three sentences. Then use the visual:

• � Circle the word Now. Have students read the tense that goes with Now and use the verbs 
talk or talks in a sentence that tells what’s happening now. 

• � Circle the word Earlier and repeat the process. Use the verb talked in a sentence that tells 
about the past. Then have students compare the present and past tense verbs and tell how 
they are different. 

Sum up by reading the rule below the time line as a group. Then work through the examples 
and compare more present and past tense verbs. Say: The verb talked ends in –ed because it 
tells about something that happened yesterday. 

2   Practice Together  structured

Think aloud as you work through each item in Part A. For example, for number 1, say:

Many people pack the dock. The verb is pack. To make pack tell about the past,  
I add -ed: Packed. Many people packed the dock. Now I know that this is  
something that happened in the past.

Have students chorally repeat the present tense verb, the past tense verb, and then the whole 
sentence. Supply the correct answers so that students hear and see the correct structures.

For Part B, think aloud as you write two sentences with past tense verbs. For example, say: I 
want to write this sentence: The people on the shore watched the big ship. When you get to the 
word watched, say: I write the verb watch; Then I add the ending -ed to show that this happened in 
the past.

3   Try It  GUIDED

Distribute the Practice Books. In the Try It section, students supply the answers on their 
own. Ensure that every student has a chance to respond to each item. Read aloud each item 
and give students “think time” to write the answer on a card. Ask all students to hold up the 
cards. Scan the room quickly to identify students with incorrect responses. Then confirm the 
correct response and have all students repeat it chorally and write it in the Practice Book.

For those students who did not respond correctly initially, give immediate corrective feedback. 
For example, say: You have to add -ed to the verb to make it tell about the past. The verb is want. 
If I add -ed, it is wanted. When the items are complete, ask a student to chorally read the 
correct sentence aloud.

4   On Your Own  INDEPENDENT

Check for understanding. For example, say: Tell me how to change a regular present tense verb to 
the past tense. When students indicate understanding by telling you to add -ed, assign the rest 
of the Practice Book exercises as independent work.

Grammar Transparency

Name _________________________________________________
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How Do You Show That an Action Already Happened?
Add -ed to the Verb.

The tense of a verb shows when an action happens.

• Action in the present tense happens now or on a regular basis.

• Action in the past tense happened earlier.

Earlier
Past Future

Now Later

Past Tense Present Tense
showed show, shows

Add -ed to most verbs when you talk or write about a past action.

1.  Today, Marina shows me a picture.
She showed me a picture yesterday.

2.  Today, she asks me what is different.
She asked me that yesterday, too.

Try It

A.	 Complete	the	sentence	with	the	past	tense	form	of	the	verb	in	parentheses.

1. Last summer, Marina  a big change. (want)

2. Marina  her friend Kate. (call)

3. They  a new hair style. (pick)

4. Then Marina’s mother  her hair. (curl)

B.	 Complete	the	sentences.	Choose	verbs	from	the	box	and	write	them	in	the	
past	tense.

act explain point

5. Her friends  as if they did not notice her curls.

6. Marina  out the new style.

7. Then they , “You are still the same Marina to us.”

4545

wanted

called

picked

curled

acted

pointed

explained

Practice Book

Practice Book
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Write It

C.	 Answer	the	questions	about	someone	you	know	who	changed	his	or	her	
appearance.	Use	verbs	that	end	in	-ed.

8. How did the person change his or her appearance?  

9. Did you like the change? Explain.  

10. Did this change affect your relationship with this person?  

D.	 (11–12)	Now	write	two	sentences	about	when	you	wanted	to	change	
something	about	yourself.	Use	verbs	that	end	in	-ed.

 

 

 

Edit It

E.	 (13–15)	Edit	the	journal	entry.	It	should	be	in	the	past	tense.	Fix	the	three	
mistakes.

May 19
The heavy frames of my glasses bothered 
me. So I ask the eye doctor for new glasses. 
She checks my eyes. Then she helped me 
pick out new frames. I walked home quickly. 
Then I look in the mirror a few times. I 
wished my new glasses were here already!

Proofreader’s Marks

Change text:

The glasses change my 
appearance.

See all Proofreader’s Marks  
on page xi.

changed
asked

looked

checked
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